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_______________________________________________
Our Mission
To provide Christian resources that will spark spiritual growth and development for every
St. Luke parishioner.

Our Community Library Policies
Our Lending Library works on the honor system. Choose a book that you are interested in reading, log it out on the
sign-out sheet and once read, return the book in the BOOK RETURN basket.
Books can be signed out for up to a month, but we ask that you return them once read (extended time frame
allowed for Lent and Advent book selections).
Because we are a small library with a limited number of books, we ask that you only take one book out at a time.
Each book contains a Lending Library bookmark. There is a space at the top of the bookmark where you can
write the date that the book should be returned by.
Please do not underline, highlight or write in the books.
We honor you by providing the best of Catholic reading. Please honor us by returning the books promptly so that
they can be shared among all parishioners.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

April Featured Books
Understanding Divine Mercy Explaining the Faith Series
by Fr. Chris Alar, M.I.C.
Pope St. John Paul II said there is nothing the world needs more than Divine Mercy, yet few people understand exactly what Divine
Mercy is and why it is so critical for our times. Now there's one book that summarizes it all in an easy-to-understand way! Have you
ever wondered "What exactly is Divine Mercy and who is St. Faustina?" Would you like to know how to receive the extraordinary
promise Jesus offers only one day a year, on Divine Mercy Sunday? Have you ever asked, "How could a merciful God allow so
much suffering in the world?" If you answered yes to any of these questions, Understanding Divine Mercy by Fr. Chris Alar, MIC,
is for you. In this first volume of his Explaining the Faith series, Fr. Chris shares, in his engaging style, the elements of the Divine
Mercy message and devotion and explains why Jesus told St. Faustina that Divine Mercy is "mankind's last hope of salvation."

Pocket Guide to the Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Fr. Mike Schmitz and Fr. Josh Johnson
The Pocket Guide to the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a beautiful, prayerful book by Fr. Mike Schmitz (from Bible in a Year) and
Fr. Josh Johnson which helps Catholics enter in to the Sacrament of Reconciliation more deeply.
In this small but powerful book, Fr. Mike and Fr. Josh explain:
How to make an excellent examination of conscience
How to identify the root cause of sins you find yourself confessing over and over again
What to do if you don't feel sorry for your sins
What to do if you can't think of anything to say
What do to if you are afraid to confess a particular sin
This book includes an examination of conscience and the text of the Act of Contrition.
Continued next page 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Devotion of the Month:
Blessed Sacrament
”The time you spend with Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament is the best
time you will spend on earth. Each
moment that you spend with Jesus
will deepen your union with Him
and make your soul everlastingly
more glorious and beautiful in
Heaven, and will help bring about
everlasting peace on earth...”

April Dates to Remember
04/05/22:
04/10/22:
04/14/22:
04/15/22:
04/16/22:
04/17/22:
04/24/22:
04/25/22:
04/28/22:
04/29/22:

Saint Vincent Ferrer - Patron of Builders, Prisoners, Fishermen
Palm Sunday
Holy Thursday
Good Friday (Day 1 of the Divine Mercy Novena)
Holy Saturday
Easter Monday
Divine Mercy Sunday
Saint Mark the Evangelist - Patron of Venice
Saint Louis Marie de Montfort - Patron of Preachers
Saint Catherine of Siena - Patron of Nurses, the Sick and Illness

-- Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta --

Church of Saint Luke - 141 M aple Street - P.O . B ox 246 - Ellington CT 06029

Divine Mercy Sunday - April 24, 2022
On the Second Sunday of Easter of the Jubilee Year 2000, at the Mass for the Canonization of
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, Pope John Paul II declared the Sunday after Easter be called
“Divine Mercy Sunday.”
St. Faustina was a Polish nun who received visions from Jesus, including one of Jesus wearing a
white garment with beams of red and white coming from His heart, which came to be known as the
image of Divine Mercy. She wrote in her diary that He said:
I want the Image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be
venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it…
My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy
be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. I pour out a whole ocean of
graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy.
According to the vision, those who receive communion and attend confession on the Feast of Mercy receive total forgiveness of
sins.
Pope John Paul II discussed the significance of the image of Divine Mercy in his homily for the canonization of St. Faustina:
From that Heart [of Christ], Sr. Faustina Kowalska, the blessed whom from now on we will call a saint, will see two rays
of light shining from that heart and illuminating the world. “The two rays”, Jesus Himself explained to her one day,
“represent blood and water” (Diary entry 299).
Blood and water! We immediately think of the testimony given by the Evangelist John, who, when a soldier on Calvary
pierced Christ’s side with his spear, sees blood and water flowing from it (see Jn 19:34). Moreover, if the blood recalls
the sacrifice of the Cross and the gift of the Eucharist, the water, in Johannine symbolism, represents not only Baptism
but also the gift of the Holy Spirit (see Jn 3:5; 4:14; 7:37-39).
Divine Mercy Sunday focuses on the gift of mercy and love given through Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. As Pope John
Paul II stated, “Divine Mercy reaches human beings through the heart of Christ crucified.”
To learn more, see Understanding Divine Mercy in the “Featured Books” section of our Lending Library. Or visit online at:
https://www.shrineofdivinemercy.org/
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Learn about the...

Did you know....
St Luke’s Church has a relic of St. Faustina?
A parishioner obtained the relic about 10 years ago. It is
securely kept during the year and then displayed on
Divine Mercy Sunday for veneration. Check a future
Bulletin for more information on Divine Mercy Sunday
event happening at St. Lukes.
Pick up a copy of the Diary of St. Maria Faustina
Kowalska in the “Featured Books” section of our Lending
Library to learn more about St. Faustina...

Quote of the Month
"I will not allow myself
to be so absorbed
in the whirlwind of work
as to forget about God.
I will spend all my free
moments at the feet of
the Master hidden in the
Blessed Sacrament.”
-- St. Faustina Kowalska --

The Pope’s Intention
for April
Health Care Workers
We pray for health care workers
who serve the sick and the elderly,
especially in the poorest
countries; may they be adequately
supported by governments
and local communities.

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, the largest
of the “Eastern” Catholic Churches and in
communion with Rome since the Union of BrestLitovsk (1596).
The “Greek” in “Greek Catholic” refers to the
Church’s Byzantine liturgical and spiritual
legacy, not to Greeks in an ethnic sense. Since the
19th century, the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church has been especially diligent about
fostering Ukrainian culture and national identity,
both in Ukraine and abroad.
Some 3.85 million of the Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church’s nearly 4.5 million members
reside in Urkaine. A great number of Ukrainian
Catholics immigrated to the Americas and
Western Europe between 1880 and 1914 and
again after World War II. Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church’s are located in Hartford, New
Britain and Willimantic.
To learn more, visit online at:
https://www.catholicsandcultures.org/ukraine-ukrainian-greek-catholics-their-borderland-homeland

Are you familiar with ... The Golden Arrow?
In Tours France, during the 1840’s a young Carmelite nun, Sister Mary
of Saint Peter, received a series of revelations from Our Lord about a
powerful devotion He wished to be established worldwide—the devotion to His Holy Face. The express purpose of this devotion was to make
reparation for the blasphemies and outrages of Communism—through
whom God is allowing the world to be chastised for it’s unbelief—as
well as for the blasphemy and the profanation of Sunday by our work
and failure to go to Mass. Specifically, this devotion is the divine tool
given by God to defeat Communism, but it is also an instrument given
to the individual devotee as a seemingly unfailing method of appealing
to God in prayer—through adoration of His Holy Face and Name.
This prayer was dictated by our Lord Himself to Sister Mary of St.
Peter, in Tours France on August 26, 1843. Opening His Heart to her,
our Savior complained of blasphemy, saying that this frightful sin
wounds His divine Heart more grievously than all other sins, for it was
like a “poisoned arrow.”
After that, our Savior dictated the following prayer, which He called
“The Golden Arrow,” saying that those who would recite this prayer
would pierce Him delightfully, and also heal those other wounds
inflicted on Him by the malice of sinners. This prayer is regarded as
the very BASIS of the Work of Reparation.

Sr. Mary of St. Peter with the Golden Arrow.
The 3 rings symbolize the Holy Trinity.

M a y th e m o st h o ly, m o st sa c re d ,
m o st a d o ra b le , m o st m y ste rio u s a n d
u n u tte ra b le N a m e o f G o d b e a lw a y s
p ra is e d , b le ss e d , lo v e d , a d o re d
a n d g lo rifie d in h e a v e n , o n e a rth
a n d u n d e r th e E a rth , b y a ll th e
c re a tu re s o f G o d , a n d b y th e
S a c re d H e a rt o f O u r L o rd Je su s C h rist in
th e M o st H o ly S a c ra m e n t o f th e A lta r.
Am en

This prayer appears in the book “The Golden Arrow”, the
autobiography of Sister Mary of St. Peter. Pick up a copy located in the
“Featured Books” section of our Lending Library.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer for Ukraine
God of infinite mercy and goodness, with grateful hearts we pray
to you today for Peace. You offer us your peace continually (Jn.14:27)
and constantly remind us that peacemakers are blessed, “for they shall
be called children of God” (Mt.5:9). May your voice resound in the
hearts of all, as you call us to follow the path of reconciliation and peace,
and to be merciful as you are merciful.
We pray to you for the people of the Ukraine who are experiencing
conflicts and deaths. Bless the leaders with wisdom, vision and
perseverance needed to build together a world of justice and solidarity,
and to break down walls of hostility and division.
To you we entrust all families and pray that they may never yield to
discouragement and despair, but become heralds of new hope to one
another in this challenging time.
Mikhail Vrubel. The Virgin and Child. 1884-85.

May you continue to inspire all of us to oneness of heart and mind, to
Zinc panel. Church of St. Cyril, Kiev, Ukraine.
work generously for the common good, to respect the dignity of every
person and the fundamental rights which have their origin in the image and likeness of God impressed upon
every human being.
Grant eternal rest to the dead and quick recovery to the wounded, we pray through Christ our Lord, Amen!
Prayer adapted from: Pope JPII’s Prayer for Peace, shared by St. Stephen Protomartyr Ukrainian Catholic Church, Calgary, Alberta

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross, also known as the Way of the Cross, Via Crucis, and Via Dolorosa (Latin for Way of Sorrows), is a devotion that reflects on Jesus’ final days on Earth—from being condemned to death to dying on the cross and being placed in the tomb.
The Stations of the Cross consist of a series of 14 artistic renderings that typically line the interior walls of every Catholic Church.
These illustrations capture key moments during Jesus’ journey to His death on Good Friday. It’s often said that you must walk a mile
in someone’s shoes to understand what they are going through. The goal of this devotion is to “walk” in Jesus’ shoes by praying and
meditating on each of the events (stations) that Jesus experienced.
What do we get from praying the Stations of the Cross?
They involve us in the story.
They allow us to place our trust in Him.
They remind us God triumphs over all evil.
They show us how much God loves us.
Jesus led by example and the Stations of the Cross are one of the great many tools for living that Jesus left for us. By meditating on
each of the stations we increase both our sorrow for our sins against God and our need for His help in bearing our own crosses.
When we meditate on the Stations of the Cross, we can learn the true meaning of love, perseverance, obedience, humility, and
patience.
The Stations of the Cross are typically practiced on Fridays during the Lenten season, but can be performed any time of year at
home.

You have many options to walk the Stations of the Cross...
In person at St Luke’s Church every Friday during Lent at 7:00 p.m..
There are many online options and these are some of our favorites...

The Three O’Clock Hour
“My daughter, try your best to make
the Stations of the Cross
in this hour, I claim veneration for
My Mercy from every creature.”

-- Diary of St. Faustina 1572 -Diocese of Norwich
Stations of the Cross Resource (options for Video, Audio and Text) links on the bottom right of their page:
https://www.norwichdiocese.org/Lent
Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M
Two options - St. Alphonsus Liguori Traditional Stations OR St. Faustina Kowalska Stations with quotes from the Diary:
https://www.shrineofdivinemercy.org/stations-way
Catholic Faith Network
Cardinal Timothy Dolan leads Stations of the Cross from St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York:
https://www.catholicfaithnetwork.org/stations-of-the-cross
Another option...
Purchase prints of the 14 Stations and hang them throughout your home. This would be a good introduction to the Stations for
children, as you walk through your home together praying the Stations. You can purchase prints of the Stations here:
EWTN Catalog: https://www.ewtnreligiouscatalogue.com/stations-of-the-cross-prints-8-x-10/p/ARTUFJES01470
Lending Library options...
There is a newly published book by Ascension Press titled Pocket Guide to the Stations of the Cross by Edward Sri. It contains the
history of the Stations, Traditional Stations and the Scriptural Stations. We highly recommend it! In addition, we have these great
reads: Divine Mercy and Eucharistic Way of the Cross and The Way of the Cross-Praying the Psalms with Jesus. You can find
these great books in the “Featured Books” section of our Lending Library.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Coming to our Library In May
A new book section to be added
for...Catholic Cooking!
Make sure you leave extra
time before or after mass to
browse this new section...

T h e C h u r c h o f S a in t L u k e
L e n d in g L ib r a r y
w is h e s e v e r y o n e
a blessed Lent and a
Joyful Easter.

