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SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020

WEEKLY PRAYER
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 24, 2020
SUN 5/24

ASCENSION: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/
Mt 28:16-20

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/
		Jn 17:1-11a
MON 5/25

Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab [33a]/Jn 16:29-33

TUE 5/26

Acts 20:17-27/Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 [33a]/Jn 17:1-11a

WED 5/27

Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab [33a]/
Jn 17:11b-19

THR 5/28

Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [1]/
Jn 17:20-26

FRI 5/29

Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab [19a]/Jn 21:15-19

SAT 5/30

Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 [cf. 7b]/
Jn 21:20-25

SUN 5/31

Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/
Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:3739. Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Ps 33:10-11, 12-13, 14-15/Ex
19:3-8a, 16-20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 55, 56 [52b] or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11/
Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24,
35, 27-28, 29, 30 [cf. 30]/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39. Day: Acts
2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [cf. 30]/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13/
Jn 20:19-23

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 24, 2020
Sunday:
		

The Ascension of the Lord; 7th Sunday of Easter;
World Communications Day

Monday:
		

St. Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church; St. Gregory
VII, Pope; St. Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin; Memorial Day

Tuesday:

St. Philip Neri, Priest

Wednesday:

St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop

Next Sunday:

Pentecost Sunday

LIVE THE LITURGY

Inspiration for the week
Being real people of faith comes with a price. Have you ever been seen as unpopular, out of sync or peculiar because of your faith?
St. Peter tells us, “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you.” If being a Christian comes easy for us, then we ought to
rethink how we approach our faith. Developing habits of prayer, living in accord with the Gospel, setting time aside each week for the
practice of our faith, seeing our relationship with Christ as the center and focus of our families all come with sacrifice. We are going
to look differently than other folks and we ought to. We are going to find ourselves doing less of the things we are “supposed to do”
and more of the things we know we “ought to do or want to do.” This often means resisting secular tides and putting our boats into
different waters. If this is what helps us know the one true God, then so be it. It also brings us to eternal life.
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

FIRST READING

All these devoted themselves with one
accord to prayer. (Acts 1:14a)

PSALM

I believe that I shall see the good things
of the Lord in the land of the living.
(Ps 27) or Alleluia

SECOND READING

Rejoice to the extent that you share in
the sufferings of Christ, so that when
his glory is revealed you may also
rejoice exultantly. (1 Pt 4:13)

GOSPEL

“I glorified you on earth by
accomplishing the work that you gave
me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with
you, with the glory that I had with you
before the world began.” (Jn 17:4-5)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
What does faith and religion do for us? Ultimately, they remind us of some truths we
conveniently forget: we are created by a loving God, we have imperfections, we sin,
we need to be forgiven, we have a mission and a purpose, it’s not just about us, and
we hunger for the joy of salvation. These are human truths that are not dependent
upon whether we like them. Ignoring them places us on the paths of comfort and
satisfaction as we blindly pursue the busyness and superficiality of our empty lives.
Instead of pursuing supernatural and lasting pleasure, we choose things that are
easier and quicker to obtain: sex, drugs, travel, houses, cars, fame, popularity, selfachievement and satisfaction, physical enjoyment, and the like.
We may also find ourselves falling victim to more negative responses to what life
brings us: anger, envy, lust, pride, gluttony, greed, and apathy. Human hearts can
become so hardened to the truth that violence becomes the response of first choice.
Being a Christian is hard! Yet, as Pope Francis reminds us, the Church needs to be a
field hospital that has to be prepared to provide people with the remedy they need.
What we need is Jesus Christ. The Church, with all of the glory of the sacraments,
exists to help make Christ present and real for us. Once we find Christ, we find joy.
Joy is a matter of the heart that is beyond pleasure and happiness. It is not found in
some earthly satisfaction, only in Christ.
Once we accept that we are destined to be in Christ, then we will discover eternal life.
Namely, “that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent,
Jesus Christ.” It is easy to conveniently forget truth and pursue illusions immediately
within our grasp, but at what price? A man celebrating 60 years of marriage
remarked that it took so much effort and so many attempts to convince his wife that
they were meant to be together. Even his friends told him he was foolish. He easily
could have given up and pursued other interests. He chose to persevere and is so
grateful that he made that choice because he now has a pearl of great price. Do we
see a value in persevering in our faith regardless of the cost? If we don’t take the risk,
we could lose more than we know.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDING

Call

to the

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Everlasting Easter

The Easter season is almost over. This season is always a tougher one for
us Catholics. We get Advent and Lent: preparation. We are on board with
Christmas, mainly because we like to keep up our decorations until someone
tells us the exact day we must take them down. But Easter as a season is a bit
more difficult to observe. The rest of the world has moved on. There are no
Easter eggs left in store windows and all those religious movies on television
have given way to reruns or season-ending episodes. It just feels like Easter
anywhere … except in the Church.
The truth is that it should feel like Easter all year-round in the Church. Every
Sunday, we celebrate a mini-Easter. Our Lord is ALIVE! He is risen and alive,
and we need to celebrate. We also need to be about the work of the Lord.
We are an Easter people who bear witness to his resurrection through our
stewardship. If he had never risen, then we would be called to nothing by
no one. But he lives! As this Easter season is drawing to a close, it is prudent
to reflect on what his death and resurrection mean for each of us. How has
it changed us? How does it motivate us? It doesn’t look like Easter in most
corners of the world, so it is up to us to bring a little Easter to every place we
go and to everyone we meet.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING

Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:
Why Kneel?
Question:
Why do we kneel at Mass?

Answer:
Since the beginnings of the Church,
kneeling has been a key posture of
prayer. We see Sts. Peter and Paul in the
Acts of the Apostles kneeling in prayer.
Early in the 4th century, the Council of
Nicea prohibited kneeling on Sundays
and special feasts. Kneeling began more
as a posture of penance for our sins,
but in the history of the Church, it has
become more a posture or reverence
and solemn prayer.
You will notice that the times we kneel
at Mass are tied to the consecration of
the holy Eucharist. We kneel in both
anticipation of what will occur and
then in awe of what has taken place:
Jesus Christ becomes truly present to
us under the guise of bread and wine.
The profoundness of this event has
over time led the Church to mandate
in the current General Instruction of
the Roman Missal that kneeling is the
only posture allowed during this time.
The sheer awesomeness of the holy
Eucharist leads us to fall to our knees in
wonder and thanksgiving.
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LITURGICAL LIFE
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture
First Reading
Those closest to Jesus in his life gathered together in the immediate aftermath
of his resurrection and ascension. What sort of mixed emotions do you think
they experienced?
Second Reading
Peter encourages those who suffer for the faith to “glorify God.” When have you
experienced this type of redemptive suffering?
Gospel Reading
At the conclusion of his farewell discourse, Jesus offers a prayer of petition to the
Father for his disciples. How do you find Jesus’ words comforting?

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!
Please show your support for
your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

“Now glorify me, Father,
with you, with the glory that
I had with you before the
world began. I revealed your
name to those whom you
gave me out of the world.
They belonged to you, and
you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word.”
— Jn 17:5-6
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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Financial strategies.
One-on-one advice.
Derek Lussier
520 Hartford Turnpike,
Suite N • Vernon CT

A Full-Service Law Firm including:
Estate Planning · Wills
Probate · Real Estate

860-871-4171

Dale Roberson, Parishioner

(860) 872-3000

General Plumbing • Water Heaters
Well Pumps • Drain Cleaning
24 Hours Emergency Service
Shawn Koehler • 860-872-3450

76 S. Frontage Road, Vernon, CT 06066

www.marder-law.com

Lawn Fertilization Programs
Tree & Shrub Programs
Flea & Tick Control
Seeding • Aeration

860-871-1025

greencarpetlawn.com
DOWDING / MORIARTY / DIMOCK

Dick Finance

Funerals • Cremation • PrePlanning

Destination

Professional Insurance-Personally

(860) 875-2523

551 Talcottville Road, Vernon • 19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville

860-997-5173 Call/text
joemalone@remax.net

Family Owned & Operated

Joseph Malone

dfinance@dmdinsurance.com • Fax (860) 875-0921
139 Union Street, PO Box 300, Rockville

860-875-3536 • www.carmonfuneralhome.com

Realtor, GRI

Utsav

Indian
Cuisine

860.871.8714
www.utsavct.com
575 Talcottville Road | Vernon

Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner

All You Can Eat Lunch Buffet Daily
11:30am - 2:30pm
Dinner: 5pm-9:30pm
DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING • FULL BAR

Rated “worth it”

Best Indian
Restaurant in USA

Real Estate & Private Paralegal Services
TRICIA SCHUITEN

860-875-1155

Knowledge and Experience Backed by Integrity

“Our integrity is the only thing we take from this world.”

19 Pinney St
Ellington, CT 06029

Tricia@realtyconnectioninc.com

875-6281

• Jazz
• Tap
• Ballet

Fresh
Start.
At The Ivy, we take pride in being run by family and
treating you like family. Schedule a tour today.

SOFIA’S
RESTAURANT
Fine Italian Cuisine & Pizza

Banquet Facilities for up to 35 People

623-9477

The Ivy at Ellington
123 West Road
Ellington, CT 06029
860-926-0222
theivyassistedliving.com

66 Main St., Ellington

860-871-3064

www.ellingtonvet.com

A warm & friendly dance for all ages
Colonial Square 68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland

Complete Sales and Service
of Heating Equipment
221 West Main Street
Rockville, CT

180 Windsorville Rd.
Ellington, CT

Questions about insurance? Go to Evaristo.
Since 1989 we’ve been helping businesses and individuals
find the proper insurance coverage to fit their needs.
860-870-8122 • 304 Somers Road ( Rte 83), Ellington

www.evaristoinsurance.com

Fox Heating & Cooling
www.foxheating.com

860-875-1416

“A GREAT PLACE TO WASH YOUR CAR”
TOLLAND VERNON
SO. WINDSOR WETHERSFIELD
www.mrsparklecarwash.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today!
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

h e Ver y Best In Donuts
For T
There’s Only One!

Gerry’s Donuts

Beth Horr

Director, Choreographer

James Prichard, Owner
Cell 860-305-3313
starhardware64@yahoo.com

East Windsor • 92 Bridge Street • 860-623-5326
Manchester • 877 Main Street • 860-643-4425
Ellington • 64 Main Street • 860-875-3031
Somers • 641 Main Street • 860-749-7831
Tolland • 642 Tolland Stage Rd. • 860-872-4675

Chances are, we have it... and we’re closer!

Two Locations to Serve You
84 West Rd (Rt.83) Ellington
860-875-2595
121A West Stafford Rd. (Rt.190)
Stafford Spring’s
860-684-8888

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

BUILDERS
100 West Rd., Ellington CT 06029

(860) 875-0067
Remodeling & Home
Improvements

St. Luke, Ellington, CT

03-1339

