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SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2020

WEEKLY PRAYER
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 17, 2020
SUN 5/17

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn
14:15-21

MON 5/18

Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—
16:4a

TUE 5/19

Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11

WED 5/20

Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15

THR 5/21

Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-20

ASCENSION

Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20

FRI 5/22

Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-23

SAT 5/23

Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28

SUN 5/24

ASCENSION: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/
Mt 28:16-20

7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 [13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/
		Jn 17:1-11a

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 17, 2020
Sunday:

6th Sunday of Easter

Monday:

St. John I, Pope and Martyr

Wednesday:

St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest

Thursday:
The Ascension of the Lord (holy day of obligation in some U.S.
		
dioceses); St. Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and Companions,
		Martyrs
Friday:

St. Rita of Cascia, Religious

Next Sunday:

The Ascension of the Lord; 7th Sunday of Easter;

		

World Communications Day

LIVE THE LITURGY

Inspiration for the week
Do you understand the true spiritual meaning of hope? Hope is the theological
virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness.
It is found when we place our trust in Christ’s promises and rely not on our own
strength, but on the help of the Holy Spirit. Hope, when seen in this way, doesn’t
set its sights purely on the things of this world but on the promises of God to come.
Hope always is linked with faith and love. Often our hope can become too selffocused and something that is only about me and things that matter to me. Christ’s
resurrection reminds us that it is not ultimately for this purpose. What is the reason
for your hope? Our Easter season provides the opportunity for us to again assess
whether it is the kingdom of heaven and life eternal or something else.

I
“ n all your actions
seek in the first place the

Kingdom
of God
& his glory!

-ST. BERNARDINE OF SIENA
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

FIRST READING

Then they laid hands on them
and they received the Holy Spirit.
(Acts 8:17)

PSALM

Let all the eaeth cry out to God with joy.
(Ps 66) or Alleluia.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

SECOND READING

For Christ also suffered for sins once,
the righteous for the sake of the
unrighteous, that he might lead you to
God. (1 Pt 3:18a)

GOSPEL

“I will not leave you orphans; I will come
to you. In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me,
because I live and you will live.”
(Jn 14:18-19)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true love, securing
sustainable work, or surviving an illness. We often seek to have God be a part of what
we hope for and desire, almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is what is
ultimately important. While our particular hopes may appear to be what needs to be
achieved in order for us to be happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more personal
hopes can distract us from true hope.
When God became a human being, a powerful message was sent: all that is
authentically human is found in the divine. As the human Jesus lived and died in
order to show us that he truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our sight
focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we truly are. We have to be careful
when we allow our earthly concerns to distract us. True hope is found when we place
our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own strength. True hope focuses
on striving toward the fulfillment of God’s promises and not simply on achieving
what we think we need in this life. Hope always travels with two friends — faith and
love. In this trio of virtues, we find the very presence of God born in every human
being. These are God’s greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness of His presence.
As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our human eyes. We don’t
carry this virtue within us to use solely for our own personal agenda. Hope is not
something that simply comes with the human package. As with faith and love, hope
is a gift that is given to us to draw us closer to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love
are signs that there is something far greater going on in us and something greater to
persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope is what will endure any hardship
we encounter, especially those that will come from authentically living the Gospel.
With all that is happening in our lives, in our church, and in our world, what is the
reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason
we get up in the morning and do the things we do.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDING

Call

to the

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Calculating Love

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Have you ever Googled the word “love”? If you did, you may have come across
something called the Love Calculator. It is a website where you can supply two
names, and the percentage chance of a successful relationship is calculated. Curious,
I entered my name and my wife’s. Twenty percent! I hope my wife doesn’t read this!

Question:

I then decided to add my name and God. A whopping thirteen percent! Then for the
last attempt, I put in my name and Jesus. A very disappointing zero percent! Am I that
unlovable? Of course, then I read the small print at the bottom of the page: “Please
note that this site has no serious intention whatsoever.” Shocking!
The truth is, the modern world increasingly seems to have no real idea what love is
or how to determine when love is real. That makes the seemingly simple words of
Jesus about loving God and your neighbor very complex indeed. How can you love
God with your all your heart, soul, and mind when you have no idea what the act
of loving means? And then, what constitutes loving a neighbor? To make it more
complicated, Jesus commands you to love them like you love yourself. I bet you can
agree with me that there are a lot of people out there who do not even come close to
loving themselves. Knowing what love is in modern times is just not that easy. How is
a well-meaning person able to find out the true meaning of love?
You don’t know what true love is? I think you do. Turn your eyes to that crucifix
hanging in your church, home, or office. The answer was given over 2,000 years ago,
and the image remains for the entire world to see.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING

Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

Catholic Life Explained:
Sign Before the Gospel

I have been going to Mass for years and
have always wondered: why do we make the
three signs of the cross before the Gospel?

Answer:
Certainly, many people go to Mass or
other devotions, doing and saying things
out of habit or reverence and not really
understanding the reasons behind some
of these things. But everything we do
has a meaning or purpose that helps us
to worship better, proclaim our beliefs,
or focus the attention of the people on
something that has a greater importance
or significance. A review of the meaning of
various gestures and practices can help us
have a deeper appreciation for what we do.
There is a little prayer that goes with the
three crosses before the Gospel: “May the
words of the Holy Gospel be on my mind,
on my lips and in my heart.” In standing to
hear the Gospel, we acknowledge that Jesus
is present, and the words of the Gospel are
addressed to us. All of the gestures and
special postures we adopt before the Gospel
are intended to help us prepare for hearing
the Word as well as act on it. The incense,
the Alleluia, the deacon or priest, and the
special dialogue and announcement that
introduces the Gospel help us focus our
attention on the Good News we are about
to hear. The three signs of the cross show
our desire and good intention to hear
and live the Gospel.
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LITURGICAL LIFE
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture
First Reading
In Acts 2, Luke records how the Holy Spirit initially descended upon the Jewish
believers in Jerusalem. In today’s reading, we hear how the Holy Spirit also
descended upon the Samaritans who believed in Jesus. What lesson do you think
Luke is conveying to us?
Second Reading
Peter advocates for being prepared to defend the faith, even in the face of danger.
How does one find the courage to defend the faith in a hostile environment?
Gospel Reading
Jesus reveals to his disciples that the intimacy between himself, the Holy Spirit, and
the Father can be shared with fellow believers. How do you experience the intimacy
of our triune God?

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!
Please show your support for
your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

“On that day you will realize
that I am in my Father
and you are in me
and I in you. Whoever has my
commandments and observes
them is the one who loves me.
And whoever loves me
will be loved by my Father, and
I will love him and
reveal myself to him.”

— Jn 14:20-21
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2020 | 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Financial strategies.
One-on-one advice.
Derek Lussier
520 Hartford Turnpike,
Suite N • Vernon CT

A Full-Service Law Firm including:
Estate Planning · Wills
Probate · Real Estate

860-871-4171

Dale Roberson, Parishioner

(860) 872-3000

General Plumbing • Water Heaters
Well Pumps • Drain Cleaning
24 Hours Emergency Service
Shawn Koehler • 860-872-3450

76 S. Frontage Road, Vernon, CT 06066

www.marder-law.com

Lawn Fertilization Programs
Tree & Shrub Programs
Flea & Tick Control
Seeding • Aeration

860-871-1025

greencarpetlawn.com
DOWDING / MORIARTY / DIMOCK

Dick Finance

Funerals • Cremation • PrePlanning

Destination

Professional Insurance-Personally

(860) 875-2523

551 Talcottville Road, Vernon • 19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville

860-997-5173 Call/text
joemalone@remax.net

Family Owned & Operated

Joseph Malone

dfinance@dmdinsurance.com • Fax (860) 875-0921
139 Union Street, PO Box 300, Rockville

860-875-3536 • www.carmonfuneralhome.com

Realtor, GRI

Utsav

Indian
Cuisine

860.871.8714
www.utsavct.com
575 Talcottville Road | Vernon

Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner

All You Can Eat Lunch Buffet Daily
11:30am - 2:30pm
Dinner: 5pm-9:30pm
DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING • FULL BAR

Rated “worth it”

Best Indian
Restaurant in USA

Real Estate & Private Paralegal Services
TRICIA SCHUITEN

860-875-1155

Knowledge and Experience Backed by Integrity

“Our integrity is the only thing we take from this world.”

19 Pinney St
Ellington, CT 06029

Tricia@realtyconnectioninc.com

875-6281

• Jazz
• Tap
• Ballet

Fresh
Start.
At The Ivy, we take pride in being run by family and
treating you like family. Schedule a tour today.

SOFIA’S
RESTAURANT
Fine Italian Cuisine & Pizza

Banquet Facilities for up to 35 People

623-9477

The Ivy at Ellington
123 West Road
Ellington, CT 06029
860-926-0222
theivyassistedliving.com

66 Main St., Ellington

860-871-3064

www.ellingtonvet.com

A warm & friendly dance for all ages
Colonial Square 68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland

Complete Sales and Service
of Heating Equipment
221 West Main Street
Rockville, CT

180 Windsorville Rd.
Ellington, CT

Questions about insurance? Go to Evaristo.
Since 1989 we’ve been helping businesses and individuals
find the proper insurance coverage to fit their needs.
860-870-8122 • 304 Somers Road ( Rte 83), Ellington

www.evaristoinsurance.com

Fox Heating & Cooling
www.foxheating.com

860-875-1416

“A GREAT PLACE TO WASH YOUR CAR”
TOLLAND VERNON
SO. WINDSOR WETHERSFIELD
www.mrsparklecarwash.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today!
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

h e Ver y Best In Donuts
For T
There’s Only One!

Gerry’s Donuts

Beth Horr

Director, Choreographer

James Prichard, Owner
Cell 860-305-3313
starhardware64@yahoo.com

East Windsor • 92 Bridge Street • 860-623-5326
Manchester • 877 Main Street • 860-643-4425
Ellington • 64 Main Street • 860-875-3031
Somers • 641 Main Street • 860-749-7831
Tolland • 642 Tolland Stage Rd. • 860-872-4675

Chances are, we have it... and we’re closer!

Two Locations to Serve You
84 West Rd (Rt.83) Ellington
860-875-2595
121A West Stafford Rd. (Rt.190)
Stafford Spring’s
860-684-8888

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

BUILDERS
100 West Rd., Ellington CT 06029

(860) 875-0067
Remodeling & Home
Improvements

St. Luke, Ellington, CT

03-1339

