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SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020

WEEKLY PRAYER
READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 3, 2020
SUN 5/03

Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10

MON 5/04

Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 10:11-18

TUE 5/05

Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30

WED 5/06

Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50

THR 5/07

Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20

FRI 5/08

Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6

SAT 5/09

Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14

SUN 5/10

Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 3, 2020
Sunday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Next Sunday:

4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for Vocations
Cinco de Mayo
National Day of Prayer
5th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day

LIVE THE LITURGY

Inspiration for the week
When you wake up in the morning, whose voice is the first one you listen to? Your
own? Someone else’s? Or God? We all listen to someone and follow some sort
of guidelines and principles. If it is a secular voice that propels us to get up in the
morning and take up the task of the day’s agenda, then we may find ourselves off
track. The advice found in the Acts of the Apostles was as true then as it is now,
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Most of what we listen to in
secular voices is off the axis of truth and distorted. It may sound attractive, but
it is deceptive at best. Many have gone astray like sheep and need to return to
the Good Shepherd. Only Jesus can offer us the gate of life, and only Jesus as the
Good Shepherd can really motivate us to take on the challenges of life. If we don’t
recognize his voice, we can risk facing destruction.

“Let your
words teach
and your
actions speak”
-ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2020 | 4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WORSHIP & MEDITATION

FIRST READING

Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins; and you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

PSALM

The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want. (Ps 23) or Alleluia.

SECOND READING

He himself bore our sins in his
body upon the cross, so that, free
from sin, we might live for
righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed. (1 Pt 2:24)

GOSPEL

“I am the gate.
Whoever enters through me will
be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture.” (Jn 10:9)
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
With whom do we converse and listen to the most? Believe it or not, the answer is
ourselves. We are constantly having conversations with ourselves, and sometimes
we even get caught! Our inner conversations reveal the truth about ourselves. We
really cannot hide from ourselves, although we often pretend we can. By conversing
with ourselves, we find solutions to our challenges, problem solve, work through
our relationships, formulate opinions, run through dress rehearsals of possible
conversations, and wrestle with and determine our system of priorities and values.
What other voices affect the conversations we have with ourselves?
Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These voices cause us to mistrust
our judgment, harbor anger, and cling to our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong,
and the like. It is in these inner conversations that we face what holds us captive —
our limitations, weaknesses, sinfulness, and stubborn ego preoccupations. We often
go about our lives putting out one fire or another, keeping ourselves preoccupied
and busy, and trying to stay on top of things. Intentionally or unintentionally, we find
ourselves wandering off. We turn around and can no longer see our home. We look
down at our feet and realize we have lost our anchor. Feeling scared, out of place,
desolate, unsettled, and lonely, we realize that we are lost.
We listened to the wrong voices! In the midst of everything competing for our
attention, the voice of the One who could truly call us home got muffled. We didn’t
hear it. As our inner dialogues continue to play out, the one voice we need to consult
— even before our own — is God’s. He is the Good Shepherd who can keep us safely
where we need to be. As we graze through the stuff of our lives, we must constantly
remember to look up, be attentive, and stay focused. Our habits of prayer are the
only thing that can properly root us and keep us grounded. Contemplating God’s
presence and developing an inner awareness of love incarnate, we will then find
ourselves praying unceasingly as the days and nights and the ebbs and flows of our
of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner conversations we are constantly having are no
longer just with ourselves or with voices that can lead us astray but with the Trinity,
who desperately wants us to stay home.
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LITURGICAL LIFE

RESPONDING

Call

to the

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments
Recognizing the Voice of Jesus

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

When my wireless provider introduced HD Voice, the voice I heard on my phone
was unbelievably clear, and it felt at times like both the caller and I were in the same
room. The best aspect of this feature is that it didn’t cost the customer any additional
fees, and it didn’t require any changes to the phone. I could say it was free, but I
suspect I was already paying for it in my monthly bill anyway. At least it felt free.
The clearer the voice calling you, the easier it is to recognize who it is on the other
end of the line. In John’s Gospel, Jesus speaks of the gatekeeper who opens the gate
and calls for his sheep. They respond because they know his voice. Others try to lure
the sheep when the gatekeeper is not there, but the sheep find their voices unclear
or unfamiliar.
Jesus is our gatekeeper. But unlike receiving something for free from a wireless
company, to be able to hear his voice we need to pay attention and practice listening.
By developing a stewardship way of life that is mindful and prayerful, we become
attuned to his voice and are able to discern when the call is from our Lord and when
it is from an imposter. It is great to talk about all the things we can do and all the gifts
we can share, but if we are not listening for his call to hear where our offerings are
needed, we can end up like a lost sheep searching for the gatekeeper.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING

Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

Catholic Life Explained:
Daily Prayer Versus Mass?

Question:
I have a friend who says she doesn’t
need to attend Mass because she
prays to God every day. What are your
thoughts on this justification?

Answer:
If the only reason for going to church
were to talk to God, your friend might
be right. Prayer is not something limited
to a physical place or even a holy place.
If the sole purpose of the Church were
prayer, it would be a narrow purpose
indeed. The Church is a community of
believers, formed by “one Lord, one
faith, one Baptism.” It is an outward sign
of our faith in God instituted by Christ,
and the purpose of the Church is to give
us grace, that is, a share in God’s life.
Coming to Mass is not really for
God’s sake, but for ours. If we believe
that Jesus is truly present in the holy
Eucharist, then we will want to be in
his presence. We will want to be fed by
him. Our daily prayer and good works
are strengthened by our authentic
encounter with our Lord. For Catholics,
it is at Mass that we celebrate the
source and summit of our faith. If this is
true, why would we ever stay away?
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LITURGICAL LIFE
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture
First Reading
Luke tells us that Peter often testified: “Save yourself from this corrupt generation.”
How is this message still applicable today?
Second Reading
Peter asserts that the virtue of patience in one’s suffering is a grace from God
because Jesus modeled patient suffering. How does the exercise of this spiritual
disposition help bring peace of mind?
Gospel Reading
Using the metaphor of sheep and gatekeeper, Jesus teaches his disciples the
importance of remaining focused on his voice. Why do you think people are so easily
distracted from other voices?

SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!
Please show your support for
your parish by also supporting our
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to
bring you our bulletin every week
without them, and right now they
need your help more than ever. Please
encourage and remind others to show
their support and shop local during
these hard times!

“I am the gate. Whoever
enters through me will be
saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. A
theif comes only to steal
and slaughter and destroy;
I came so that they might
have life and have it more
abundantly.”
— Jn 10:9-10
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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Financial strategies.
One-on-one advice.
Derek Lussier
520 Hartford Turnpike,
Suite N • Vernon CT

A Full-Service Law Firm including:
Estate Planning · Wills
Probate · Real Estate

860-871-4171

Dale Roberson, Parishioner

(860) 872-3000

General Plumbing • Water Heaters
Well Pumps • Drain Cleaning
24 Hours Emergency Service
Shawn Koehler • 860-872-3450

76 S. Frontage Road, Vernon, CT 06066

www.marder-law.com

Lawn Fertilization Programs
Tree & Shrub Programs
Flea & Tick Control
Seeding • Aeration

860-871-1025

greencarpetlawn.com
DOWDING / MORIARTY / DIMOCK

Dick Finance

Funerals • Cremation • PrePlanning

Destination

Professional Insurance-Personally

(860) 875-2523

551 Talcottville Road, Vernon • 19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville

860-997-5173 Call/text
joemalone@remax.net

Family Owned & Operated

Joseph Malone

dfinance@dmdinsurance.com • Fax (860) 875-0921
139 Union Street, PO Box 300, Rockville

860-875-3536 • www.carmonfuneralhome.com

Realtor, GRI

Utsav

Indian
Cuisine

860.871.8714
www.utsavct.com
575 Talcottville Road | Vernon

Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner

All You Can Eat Lunch Buffet Daily
11:30am - 2:30pm
Dinner: 5pm-9:30pm
DINE IN • TAKEOUT
CATERING • FULL BAR

Rated “worth it”

Best Indian
Restaurant in USA

Real Estate & Private Paralegal Services
TRICIA SCHUITEN

860-875-1155

Knowledge and Experience Backed by Integrity

“Our integrity is the only thing we take from this world.”

19 Pinney St
Ellington, CT 06029

Tricia@realtyconnectioninc.com

875-6281

• Jazz
• Tap
• Ballet

Fresh
Start.
At The Ivy, we take pride in being run by family and
treating you like family. Schedule a tour today.

SOFIA’S
RESTAURANT
Fine Italian Cuisine & Pizza

Banquet Facilities for up to 35 People

623-9477

The Ivy at Ellington
123 West Road
Ellington, CT 06029
860-926-0222
theivyassistedliving.com

66 Main St., Ellington

860-871-3064

www.ellingtonvet.com

A warm & friendly dance for all ages
Colonial Square 68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland

Complete Sales and Service
of Heating Equipment
221 West Main Street
Rockville, CT

180 Windsorville Rd.
Ellington, CT

Questions about insurance? Go to Evaristo.
Since 1989 we’ve been helping businesses and individuals
find the proper insurance coverage to fit their needs.
860-870-8122 • 304 Somers Road ( Rte 83), Ellington

www.evaristoinsurance.com

Fox Heating & Cooling
www.foxheating.com

860-875-1416

“A GREAT PLACE TO WASH YOUR CAR”
TOLLAND VERNON
SO. WINDSOR WETHERSFIELD
www.mrsparklecarwash.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today!
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

h e Ver y Best In Donuts
For T
There’s Only One!

Gerry’s Donuts

Beth Horr

Director, Choreographer

James Prichard, Owner
Cell 860-305-3313
starhardware64@yahoo.com

East Windsor • 92 Bridge Street • 860-623-5326
Manchester • 877 Main Street • 860-643-4425
Ellington • 64 Main Street • 860-875-3031
Somers • 641 Main Street • 860-749-7831
Tolland • 642 Tolland Stage Rd. • 860-872-4675

Chances are, we have it... and we’re closer!

Two Locations to Serve You
84 West Rd (Rt.83) Ellington
860-875-2595
121A West Stafford Rd. (Rt.190)
Stafford Spring’s
860-684-8888

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

BUILDERS
100 West Rd., Ellington CT 06029

(860) 875-0067
Remodeling & Home
Improvements

St. Luke, Ellington, CT

03-1339

