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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2020
SUN 4/19  Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 

MON 4/20  Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8

TUE 4/21 Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15

WED 4/22 Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21

THR 4/23 Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36

FRI 4/24 Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15

SAT 4/25 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 16:15-20

SUN 4/26 Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1  
Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35
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LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
Have you ever experienced awe? Awe is commonly defined 
as a feeling of reverential respect mixed with fear or wonder. 
A moment of awe has the ability to lift us up out of ourselves 
and immerse us into something that causes us to wonder 
about ourselves, the meaning of life, and truth. Awe is an 
experience of connection that links us to something that is 
beyond the normal happenings of life. For us who believe that 
the resurrected Christ is present in all of life and the totality of 

the universe, being touched by awe can lead us to exclaim, “My 
Lord and my God!” Pondering the vastness of God’s presence 
also brings us to a profound sense of God’s mercy, which is the 
showering of His unconditional love on each of His daughters 
and sons. When we internalize this mystery, we may find 
ourselves standing in awe once again and feeling an intense 
sense of peace.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 19, 2020 
Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Easter or Divine Mercy Sunday
Tuesday: St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday: Earth Day
Thursday: St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr
Friday:  St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr; Arbor Day
Saturday: St. Mark, Evangelist
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter

WEEKLY PRAYER



FIRST READING 
They ate their meals with exultation 
and sincerity of heart, praising God and 
enjoying favor with all the people. 
 (Acts 2:46b-47a)

PSALM
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
his love is everlasting. (Ps 118) or Alleluia

SECOND READING
Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy 
gave us a new birth to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. (1 Pt 1:3-9)

GOSPEL
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to 
believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.” (Jn 20:19-31)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 
1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of Psalm 
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 
1997, International Commission on English in the 
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MEDITATION   
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture
A person was going through a very dark time, questioning the meaning of life, not 
feeling very purposeful or worthwhile, and feeling disconnected and unappreciated. 
Suddenly, they gazed up at the night sky, found themselves in awe of all the stars 
and constellations, and exclaimed, “I am here on purpose and I am loved!” Having 
been brought by God to this moment of intense connection and awareness, his life 
changed from that moment on. 

If we are always preoccupied with the challenges, obligations, and stuff of daily 
life, we can easily miss the wonderful opportunities when the resurrected Christ 
is knocking at our door. If we open ourselves to the fullness of experience, we will 
find ourselves listening and embracing all that is around us, being caught up in the 
magnificence of creation’s grandeur and knowing in our heart and soul that God is 
and I am.

While that sounds like a simple, tell-me-something-I don’t-know kind of revelation, it 
is life changing when it takes root in the depth of a person’s soul. Stumbling upon this 
awesome truth and internalizing it doesn’t require an assent of the mind. It beckons 
for a claim on our soul. We find ourselves knowing something profound that cannot 
be explained or reasoned, but purely is. When we are caught up in an experience 
and encounter the truth, it doesn’t matter how all of the pieces got put together. 
Truth is simply truth. The “my Lord and my God” responses we utter are not evoked 
because all of the pieces of faith and life make reasonable sense. The “my Lord and 
my God” affirmations come when we are lifted up out of our preoccupations and 
silliness and are in the presence of mystery and mercy.

God is mystery, one who is beyond our grasp but at the same time within our reach, 
knowable yet unknowable. And when in the presence of mystery, there comes an 
intense experience of mercy. We know deep within the essence of ourselves — and 
in the very life of creation — this beating, unconditionally accepting, life-sustaining, 
profound, mysterious yet familiar presence of love. We have found our peace. “Peace 
be with you.” Breathe in and breathe out. Peace.

WORSHIP & MEDITATION
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PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you!

LITURGICAL LIFE

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments

Give Yourself Completely

The early days of the first Christian community were not easy by any measurement. 
Jesus had been executed, and his disciples had to be discreet so as not to meet a 
similar fate. Jesus was now risen, but the truth of his resurrection was not accepted 
by all. However, the depiction of that early community in Acts 2:42-47 would lead 
someone to believe it was the opposite situation. We are told of community life 
where people lean on each other and share great joy. They ate and prayed together, 
and many wonders and signs were occurring to lift the community and bear witness 
to the power of Jesus Christ. They were disciples living out their faith, and it was their 
strong sense of stewardship that made all this possible in the face of threatening 
Roman and Jewish powers.

Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing secularism, abuse scandals, 
and a lack of true fidelity place us once again in a time that is not easy. A friend of 
mine likes to say that any challenge of sin we encounter in the Church has its origin in 
a lack or misunderstanding of the stewardship way of life. We create our burdens by 
not using our gifts wisely and by turning inward selfishly. 

Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to help us today? If we begin with 
the decision to give of ourselves completely to God and His people, will we become 
agents of change? There is only one way to find out.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 
Catholic Life Explained:  
Discerning Vocations

Question:
What does it mean to discern a 
vocation?

Answer:
The word vocation comes from the 
Latin word vocare, meaning “to call.” 
A vocation is a calling or invitation 
from God to serve in a particular way. 
For Catholics, that calling might be 
as a priest, sister, or married person. 
Vocation is the way we respond to the 
invitation to share in God’s grace and 
witness to God’s love in the world.

Discerning a vocation is the process in 
which we pray for God’s guidance. We 
listen for God’s message that is often 
quiet and unassuming in a world filled 
with noise and distractions. We look at 
our gifts and talents, seek the advice of 
others, examine our motives, and listen 
to see what God is asking of us. The goal 
of discernment is to follow what the 
Lord wills, not what we think is the best 
idea. Many men enter a seminary to 
discern if that is their vocation, only to 
discover that their calling is to marriage. 
Others have resisted the idea for long 
periods of time, until finally they could 
resist no more. Some great saints have 
described that dilemma. Vocation is a 
human process of divine origin, and 
each of us must strive constantly to 
hear the call of God in our lives.

RESPONDING TO THE CALL



SUPPORT OUR LOCAL 
ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers need your help during 
these difficult times!

Please show your support for 
your parish by also supporting our 
advertisers. We wouldn’t be able to 
bring you our bulletin every week 
without them, and right now they 
need your help more than ever. Please 
encourage and remind others to show 
their support and shop local during 
these hard times!
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LITURGICAL LIFE
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture
First Reading
According to Luke, the original community of believers in Jerusalem met daily to pray, 
break bread, and commit themselves to the teaching of the Apostles. When have you 
experienced a similar level of communal harmony?

Second Reading
The First Letter of Peter opens with a prayer of thanksgiving for the blessings 
received from the resurrection of Jesus. In what ways do you show gratitude for 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead?

Gospel Reading
John is the only evangelist to record the episode of Thomas’ initial doubt in Jesus’ 
resurrection. What role does doubt have in your spiritual journey?

Now a week later his 

disciples were again inside 

and Thomas was with them. 

Jesus came, although the 

doors were locked, and stood 

in their midst and said, 

“Peace be with you.”  

Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and 

see my hands, and bring 

your hand and put it into 

my side, and do not be 

unbelieving, but believe.”

— Jn 20:26-27

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass  
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD
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Financial strategies.
One-on-one advice.
Derek Lussier
520 Hartford Turnpike, 
Suite N • Vernon CT 

860-871-4171

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Rated “worth it”
Best Indian
Restaurant in USA

 Utsav
 Indian  
 Cuisine
 860.871.8714 

www.utsavct.com
575 Talcottville Road | Vernon

Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner
All You Can Eat Lunch Buffet Daily

11:30am - 2:30pm
Dinner: 5pm-9:30pm

DINE IN  •  TAKEOUT
CATERING  •  FULL BAR

Funerals • Cremation • PrePlanning
551 Talcottville Road, Vernon • 19 Ellington Avenue, Rockville

Family Owned & Operated 
860-875-3536  •  www.carmonfuneralhome.com

Destination
860-997-5173 Call/text 

joemalone@remax.net

Joseph Malone 
Realtor, GRI

Dick Finance
Professional Insurance-Personally

(860) 875-2523    
dfinance@dmdinsurance.com • Fax (860) 875-0921

139 Union Street, PO Box 300, Rockville

DOWDING / MORIARTY / DIMOCK

A Full-Service Law Firm including:
Estate Planning · Wills 
Probate · Real Estate

Dale Roberson, Parishioner
(860) 872-3000 

76 S. Frontage Road, Vernon, CT 06066       

www.marder-law.com

875-6281

Complete Sales and Service
of Heating Equipment

221 West Main Street
Rockville, CT

   B U I L D E R S
100 West Rd., Ellington CT 06029  

(860) 875-0067
Remodeling & Home 

Improvements

• Jazz 
• Tap 
• Ballet

Beth Horr
Director, Choreographer

A warm & friendly dance for all ages

Colonial Square 68 Hartford Tnpk. Tolland

“A GREAT PLACE TO WASH YOUR CAR”
TOLLAND    VERNON

SO. WINDSOR    WETHERSFIELD
www.mrsparklecarwash.com

SOFIA’S
RESTAURANT

Fine Italian Cuisine & Pizza
Banquet Facilities for up to 35 People

623-9477

180 Windsorville Rd.
Ellington, CT

 For T e Very Best In Donuts
There’s Only One!

Gerry’s Donuts
James Prichard, Owner
Cell 860-305-3313
starhardware64@yahoo.com

East Windsor • 92 Bridge Street • 860-623-5326
Manchester • 877 Main Street • 860-643-4425

Ellington • 64 Main Street • 860-875-3031
Somers • 641 Main Street • 860-749-7831

Tolland • 642 Tolland Stage Rd. • 860-872-4675
Chances are, we have it... and we’re closer!

Fox Heating & Cooling

www.foxheating.com

860-875-1416

Two Locations to Serve You
84 West Rd (Rt.83) Ellington

 860-875-2595

121A West Stafford Rd. (Rt.190) 
Stafford Spring’s  

860-684-8888

Questions about insurance? Go to Evaristo.
Since 1989 we’ve been helping businesses and individuals 

find the proper insurance coverage to fit their needs.
860-870-8122 • 304 Somers Road ( Rte 83), Ellington

www.evaristoinsurance.com

66 Main St., Ellington

860-871-3064
www.ellingtonvet.com

General Plumbing • Water Heaters
Well Pumps • Drain Cleaning
24 Hours Emergency Service

Shawn Koehler  •  860-872-3450

Lawn Fertilization Programs
Tree & Shrub Programs

Flea & Tick Control
Seeding • Aeration

860-871-1025
greencarpetlawn.com

 TRICIA SCHUITEN

Knowledge and Experience Backed by Integrity
“Our integrity is the only thing we take from this world.”

19 Pinney St
Ellington, CT 06029 Tricia@realtyconnectioninc.com

860-875-1155
Real Estate & Private Paralegal Services

At The Ivy, we take pride in being run by family and
treating you like family. Schedule a tour today. The Ivy at Ellington

123 West Road
Ellington, CT 06029
860-926-0222
theivyassistedliving.com

Fresh
 Start.


