
                   Living in The World Versus Coming Out of The World 

Today’s Gospel gives us such a beautiful view of Jesus coming to the end of 

His earthly mission and going to the Father and in turn handing over the 

work here on earth to His disciples. At first glance it can be jarring when we 

hear Jesus say, “I do not pray for the world but for the ones You have given 

Me. “It seems almost wrong why would not Jesus pray for the world, why 

would He leave us and then not pray for the world He is leaving. 

               In today’s Gospel we see quite clearly how we must read Scripture 

prayerfully with heart and soul but also must open our mind and dig 

deeper. This is why it is good to have a Bible with good footnotes and 

commentary. Words matter and words can be hijacked to mean different 

things to different people or different times. 

               It is important to reflect on the words of Jesus, this  is for not only 

the Apostles but for all who follow the path and truth of Christ. He prays for 

their and the body of believers throughout time and for the Church that the 

Holy Spirit will give breathe to. The Church we will celebrate next week on 

Pentecost Sunday. 

                The world that Jesus is speaking of is the world that refuses to hear 

and shows utter contempt and hatred for God. It is the same “spirit” that 

has gone on through centuries to today in certain areas. Jesus is praying 

that the disciples then and now will persevere and keep the Faith and do as 

Jesus did as He walked this earth. Of preaching and calling all to 

conversion to truth and eternal life. 

In one of the commentaries I use I was stuck by this reflection of how we 

can all be drawn into the “world” versus keeping true to the purpose Christ 



laid forth for every Christian. We are called to unity yet so often each of us 

can be drawn into what the commentator calls , “sterile discourse”  and 

criticisms that can divide the body of Christ. We become agents of division 

and hatred even instead of peacemakers and lovers of truth. We unwittingly 

become agents of the worldview versus agents of our God. So why would 

Jesus pray for the success of the “world”. He prays instead for the triumph 

of conversion to the Father over the worldview. 

A beautiful prayer from Saint Teresa of Avila sums all this up nicely: 

Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing frighten you. All things pass. God does 
not change. Patience achieves everything. Whoever has God lacks nothing. 
God alone suffices. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but 
yours. Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ must look 
out on the world. Yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good. 
Yours are the hands with which He is to bless His people. 

May the Holy Spirit give the Church and each of the courage and the 

patience to be agents of Christ. 

               

       

 

 


